THE STORY
STUDY 17
CHAPTER 17
The Story so far …
The Story opens with Manasseh being crowned King at the age of 12. He was an evil king. He
re-introduced idol worship and even sacrificed his own son. God promised to bring judgement on
Jerusalem because of the evil of Manasseh. The King of Assyria then captured Manasseh, who
then repented and was restored to Jerusalem. This spirit of repentance was short lived and his
son Ammon took Israel back to idolatry when he became king. Ammon reigned for two years
before being assassinated.
His son Josiah was only eight when he began to rule. He brought in sweeping reforms. But the
reforms did not touch the hearts of the people. The reforms only lasted until Josiah’s death.
Josiah’s son Jehoiakim reigned for 11 years doing evil. During his reign Nebuchadnezzar
invaded. Jehoiakim was his vassal for three years until he rebelled at which point
Nebuchadnezzar unleashed the full might of his army on Israel. Jehoiachin his son took over and it
was then that Nebuchadnezzar marched on Jerusalem and took some of Judah into captivity. This
fulfilled God’s promise of Judgement given to Manasseh.
597 marks the year of the first deportation, and it included a priest named Ezekiel. The Lord
gave Ezekiel an amazing vision of himself and then commanded Ezekiel to speak fearlessly against
the Jews and gave him a strong message for Israel.
Jeremiah was a prophet called to warn God’s people. He is known as the weeping prophet
because he felt the burden of what God’s people were doing. Jeremiah’s message was clear and
the consequences of Israel continuing to sin were clear. Yet the people refused to repent. The
reason God sent prophets was because he wanted Israel to repent.
Zedekiah became king and he rebelled both against God and Babylon. As a result in 586
Nebuchadnezzar finally finished off what he had started in 597. This is known as the second
deportation. During this final siege Zedekiah sent to Jeremiah to enquire of God but Jeremiah said
that God was determined to judge his people and the only way they could save their lives was to
surrender. They refused and Judah went into exile.
And yet in that context Ezekiel was able to give hope. He could assure the people that God
planned to restore them. He told the people that God would restore them for the sake of his own
name. It was in that context that Ezekiel was given the vision of the dry bones coming back to life
in the same way that God would restore his own people.
(Note to the leader: The questions seem shorter on this study. However, if you read through the
prophecies, especially of Jeremiah, and mark some that are significant to you, I am sure that you
will find benefit in getting discussion on them.
E.g., page 237 Jeremiah’s call – how can that encourage us today; the fear of not knowing how
to speak to people
238 – what does it mean that a nation changes its gods
239 – what is the imagery of God planting a choice vine
240 – who is the lion that has come out its lair (Babylon)
243,244 – ask for comments on the pathos of that passage for Lamentations 3 – to flesh out
some of the images
This is just a suggestion!)

1. Why did disaster come upon God’s people?
Our chapter covers the reign of 6 kings. The kings were meant to be reigning in God’s stead,
leading the people in ways acceptable to God. Instead, 5 of those 6 kings did evil in the sight of
God. They introduced the pagan practises of the surrounding nations into their worship of the
Lord. And the people gladly followed them.
Josiah was the exception. He found the book of the Law and reintroduced the biblical patterns
of worship. But it was obvious that it was a top down revival that did not penetrate into the
hearts of the people, because when Josiah was sadly killed ay Megiddo, the people were more
than happy to follow Jehoiakim back into the evil practises. The disaster was God’s judgement on
the people.
2. What negative effects of sin have you seen in your life?
Once again the best way to have a discussion on a question like this is to give an example from
your own life. For example the lack of peace, literal disaster because you did what you knew God
was not happy with.
3. What were some of the main themes of the prophet’s messages during that time?
Ezekiel starts his ministry with an amazing picture of the holiness of God. Once he had seen the
holiness of God it was easy to see why a sinful people need to be judged in relation to that God.
Against this background Ezekiel has his message of judgement – a hard message for Ezekiel to
bring but one that was necessary. God warned Ezekiel to fearlessly bring the message, the
message of doom and disaster for Israel.
But as we stay with Ezekiel, we see that there is always hope, and after the second deportation
of 586 Ezekiel changes his theme to one of hope – God will restores them, call them back from
their exile. The vision of the dry bones coming back to life is a really powerful image giving hope.
Jeremiah could guess from his call that life would be difficult for him as a prophet! And he tries
to get out of it from the word go. But God promises to give him the words.
Jeremiah speaks with amazement that Israel could change gods – other nations don’t. He is
amazed that a good vine can produce a bad crop, that they can turn their back on God their
Father. Therefore, judgement is on its way. Jerusalem will fall. Sadly, rather than heeding the
warnings the people turned further away from God thus putting themselves out of the path of
forgiveness and restoration.
Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, then laments over Jerusalem after her fall. Yet, as
with Ezekiel, Jeremiah is able to introduce a glimmer of hope, because of the Lord’s great
faithfulness.
4. Can you relate to Jeremiah as the “weeping prophet” who felt deeply the burden of God’s
people’s sin?
What would it “look like” to relate to Jeremiah as the weeping prophet? How would we
experience it?
 When the sin of the people breaks our hearts rather than fascinates us.
 When we feel sad for what those who sin are doing rather than angry and irritable with
them for doing it.
 When we find ourselves spontaneously praying for the sinners rather than condemning
them.
Ask for more examples of what it might look like/feel like. Allow the group to be able to
measure themselves against something specific rather than against a fuzzy concept of what it
means to the a “weeping prophets.”
5. How does God’s promise of restoration for his people still give you hope for today?
God is the same yesterday, today and forever. Sadly, so are people. We are among those
classified as people! There we still rebel against God’s ways – we sin. Therefore we still need to
know that as often as we confess and repent, God, the same yesterday, today and forever, will still
forgive and restore us.

