
Woman at the Well
FAMILY  B IBLE  STUDY

Centurion's Faith Puppet Set (printed)
Roll-ups/crayons/kokies
Scissors
Prestic/cellotape
Ice cream sticks/skewers/pencils x3 (anything you can use to stick a stick puppet onto)
Toilet paper/cloth/etc. (anything you can stick onto your "servant" puppet to make him
look sick)
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THE B IG  YEAR SEASON 4  WEEK 2

Print out the “Centurion’s Faith” puppet set
Cut out the 3 puppets
Ask your family to help you colour the puppets and then stick each puppet onto a stick
using the prestic/cellotape
Stick some strips of toilet paper/cloth/etc. onto the servant puppet to make him look sick
You are going to use your stick puppets to act out today’s Bible story
Give one stick puppet per family member (as there are only 3 stick puppets, allow the kids
to have a stick puppet first and encourage them to act out the story as dramatically as
possible – assist as needed)

LET 'S  HAVE SOME FUN

3LET 'S  READ THE B IBLE

One family member should read out today’s Bible story (choose a fluent reader) while 
the rest of the family members use the stick puppets to act out the story.

Today’s Bible story is from Luke 7:1-10. Below is a paraphrased version of the story.  Read this
story while the rest of the family acts it out with the stick puppets.

Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant
A very long time ago, Jesus was walking toward the town of Capernaum.  At the same time, a
centurion’s beloved servant became very sick and was ready to die.  (The servant puppet could
“cough” a few times and then lie down).

The servant’s master was a wealthy centurion, which is a commanding officer in the Roman
army.  The centurion sat beside the servant’s bed, feeling totally helpless, not knowing what to
do.  (Centurion puppet “sits” next to the servant puppet that is still lying down).

News spread through the streets: “Jesus is here! Jesus who heals the sick has come!”  The
centurion heard that a great healer had come to Capernaum.  The centurion knew that Jesus
was the only one who could heal his dying servant, so he went out, found Jesus, and spoke to
Jesus.  (Centurion puppet “walks” from servant puppet to Jesus puppet – some distance away).

The centurion said to Jesus, “My servant is very sick and he’s suffering terribly.”  



4When we read this story, we see that Jesus cared for people, regardless of their 
upbringing, how important they were, or how rich they were.  The Israelites (the Jewish 
people) thought that Jesus, the Messiah, would only come to rescue them, but we know 
this is not why Jesus came.

At that time, a Gentile’s (non-Jew) servant was not considered to be very important.  The Jews
thought that the Gentiles were evil and untouchable.  They would never think of doing
anything kind to the Gentiles.  But this is exactly what Jesus does.

The Centurion came to Jesus and told Him that his servant was sick.  Jesus asks if the
Centurion wants Him to come with him and heal his servant.  This is a BIG DEAL because Jews
never went into Gentiles’ homes.

The Centurion knew that a Jewish leader would not go to his house, but Jesus was willing to,
anyway.  The Centurion also knows that he does not deserve for Jesus to come to his house.
So he says, “No”.  This Centurion had probably seen Jesus doing miracles and knew how
powerful Jesus was.  The Centurion knows that Jesus can just say the word and it will happen,
just like the Centurion himself says the word and his soldiers jump into action.

As Christians, we must realise that we, too, are unworthy.  We don’t deserve Jesus’ help and
we definitely have not earned it.  That is why grace is so special and faith is so important to
overcome our sin.  Even though we don’t deserve Jesus and His grace, we can boldly ask God
to forgive us because of what Jesus has done for us.

The Centurion showed great faith when he asked Jesus to “say the word” so his servant could
be healed.  Jesus even comments on it and says that He has not found anyone in all of Israel
with as much faith as this Centurion has.  And Jesus does exactly as the Centurion asked – He
instantly heals the servant, without even being in the same room! Jesus is super powerful.

WHAT DOES IT  MEAN?

5How powerful is Jesus?
What can Jesus do that nobody else can do?
Do you think the centurion was afraid to ask for Jesus’ help?
Do you think Jesus understood why the Centurion did not feel worthy for Him to come into
his house?

LET 'S  TALK  ABOUT IT
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Jesus said to him, “Do you want me to come and heal him?”  

The centurion replied, “Lord, I don’t deserve for you to come to my house.   But just say 
the word, and I know my servant will be healed.  I know this because I am a centurion who
commands many soldiers.  When I say to one of my soldiers, “Go”, he goes.  When I say, “Come”,
he comes.  I say to my soldiers, “Do this”, and they do it.

Jesus was amazed when he heard this and he said to those around him, “I tell you the truth.  I
have not found anyone in all of Israel with so much faith!”

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would” and at that
very moment, the servant was healed.  (Take the strips of toilet paper/cloth/etc. off of the
servant puppet and make him stand up to show that he is healed).



6

7
Thank God for His grace that He gives freely to us even though we don’t deserve it. 
Thank Jesus for what He did for us on the cross.
Ask God to help you and your family grow your faith in Him every day.

Pray topgher:

LET 'S  PRAY TOGETHER

How can we have faith like the Centurion?  What practical things can we do?  (We 

What does it look like to have faith in Jesus even when a) nobody else does at school? b)
not everyone in your family believes in Jesus? c) going to church feels boring?

        can grow our faith by spending time with God – reading our Bibles, praying, learning 
        more about God from others, and worshiping God).

LET 'S  GO A  B IT  DEEPER

5Why do you think Jesus was so impressed with the Centurion’s faith?
Can you think of other in the Bible that had faith in Jesus?

LET 'S  TALK  ABOUT IT


