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Today's reading will appear below
in "What does it mean?"

Through the Big Year Series so far, we’ve seen over and over how God made 
promises to His people and how He kept His promises.  We have seen how God 
promised His people that if they would repent and turn away from their sin and turn back 
to Him, He would forgive them. Let’s read Joel 2:13 together.

God loves His people and will never stop loving them.  Because He loves them He has to
punish their sin.  The Jewish people ignored the prophets God sent to warn them to turn away
from their sin.  God kept His word and punished them by sending them to Babylon for 70 years
to be prisoners.  Let’s read Jeremiah 25:11 together.

After 70 years, God kept His promise to let His people return to Jerusalem.  God sent prophets
to encourage the Jewish people who returned to their city that was destroyed.  He sent
prophets like Haggai and Zechariah to remind His people that the Messiah would come, and
they would finally live peacefully with God’s blessing.  God used Ezra and Nehemiah to help
rebuild the temple and the walls.

Today, we are going to be studying Malachi, the last minor prophet in the Old Testament.  The
name Malachi means “my messenger.” God had a message for His people.  Malachi reminded
the people that God loved them.  The Jewish people were surprised at Malachi’s message
because they said, “How have You loved us?”  We don’t know why the Jewish people felt like
God didn’t love them.  Maybe they felt like God didn’t love them because the Messiah had not
come, and the promises of peace and God’s blessings were not happening.

But we know that God always keeps His promises and never stops loving His people.  God’s
timing is perfect even though it might not feel like it while we’re waiting.  The Israelites turned
away from God because they could not see what God was doing and decided to believe He
stopped loving them.

God sent Malachi to tell them that God loves them very much but is very disappointed with
them.  The Jewish people had seen God keep His promise to allow them to return to Jerusalem
after 70 years of being in Babylon.  He helped them rebuild the temple and the walls were
rebuilt in only 52 days!  However, they returned to wicked, sinful behaviour.

Before Jesus came and died on the cross for our sins, the Jewish people were to worship God
at the temple and bring sacrifices.  The sacrifices and worship at the temple were pictures
pointing them to Jesus who would be the perfect sacrifice.

God required His people to bring animals to the priests that were their best.  It could not be
sick, have broken legs or have anything wrong with it.  Let’s read Malachi 1:8-9 and 1:13.  What
kind of offerings were the people giving to God?  How did God feel about their offerings?  God
was disappointed with His people because they brought offerings to Him that they would
never offer to their rulers/leaders.
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What does Malachi’s name mean? (My messenger)
What did Malachi remind God’s people of? (He loved them)
Why was God disappointed with His people? (They weren’t bringing the best offerings; 
 the priests were not teaching the people to live according to God’s truth; they were
robbing 
 God; they said it was useless to serve God)
What kind of offering did God require the people to bring for a sacrifice? (An animal that
wasn’t sick or injured, one without blemish)
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Are you giving God your best or your leftovers?
What changes do you need to make in your life to give God your very best?
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Thank God that He made you and gave you everything you have.
Thank God that He gave His best, His own Son, Jesus, to save you.
Ask God to help you give Him your best.

Pray together:
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WHAT DOES IT  MEAN? 3God loves us and deserves our very best.  Malachi told the priests that the Lord 
was disappointed with them because they were not being the kind of priests that 
pleased Him.  Let’s read Malachi 2:7-8.   The priests should have been leading the people 
to do what is right and teaching them truth from God’s Word.  They should have spoken boldly
and told the people their offerings were evil.

God told the people they were robbing Him.  They wondered how they could rob God.  They
forgot that everything belongs to God, and they were to give Him a small portion, 1/10th of
their money or gifts, back to Him.

So, from today’s reading we learn that we should be giving back to God, and we should be
giving Him our best.  But why?

GOD DESERVES OUR BEST
God is worth more than we could ever give back to Him. He made us, He loves us, He gave us
everything that we have.

GOD GAVE US HIS BEST
God gave us His best by giving us His Son, Jesus. How Big was God’s sacrifice for us?  Could
He have given us anything more or better?

God is so gracious to us.He created us and loves us, and He even gave us His Son, Jesus, to
save us. God deserves our best, not our leftovers.



Ask and discuss: “What does giving God your best look like? How do we make sure 

Brainstorm as a family and come up with at least 5 practical ways that you as a family can
make sure that you are giving appropriately and giving of your best. Be specific but also
realistic. Then, write these ideas down and put it up in your home for all to see.
Here are some ideas if you are struggling to come up with your own.

Communicate with God through prayer more
Study God’s Word (the Bible) consistently
Attend Church regularly
Work/serve in the Church
Help others who are in need
Try to avoid sin
Tithe (give) appropriately - give back some of what God has given to you.
Spread the Gospel – tell others about Jesus

        that we are giving God our best?” 
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