
Nehemiah
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Nehemiah 1:1-7
Nehemiah 2:1-8
Nehemiah 2:17-20
Nehemiah 4:15-20
Nehemiah 6:15-16

Take turns reading the following
passages:

There was a time when cities built strong, high walls around their city for protection. 
Guards could stand on the high walls and see far into the distance to know if danger 
was coming toward their city.

Nehemiah was a Jew who was a cupbearer to the king of Persia who lived in Susa.  His brother
Hani and some other Jewish men came to visit him.  Nehemiah asked about the Jews that had
returned to their land and what was happening in Jerusalem.  Nehemiah found out that the
walls and gates were broken down and the Jews were in great trouble.  This news made him
very sad. Nehemiah fasted and prayed.  When the king asked why he was so sad, he told him
about the condition of Jerusalem.  The king allowed Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to
rebuild the walls.  The King gave Nehemiah everything he needed, including royal letters and
some soldiers to travel with Nehemiah so he would be safe.  He also gave Nehemiah
permission to take wood from the royal storehouse to build new city gates.

Nehemiah made the long journey to Jerusalem.  When he finally arrived, he rested for three
days and didn’t tell anyone about his plans to rebuild the city walls.  Then Nehemiah and a few
other people rode around the city one night to secretly look at the walls.  Next, Nehemiah
called a meeting of leaders, and he encouraged them to start rebuilding the wall.  He reminded
them that God was with them.

Soon, Nehemiah organised everyone to work on the wall.  The Jews wanted to have a wall
around the city so lots of people volunteered to help.  At first, everyone worked very hard, but
soon their work was interrupted.  Neighbours from other cities came and started bothering
the workers.  They made fun of them and said that they did not know how to build walls.  But
the workers did not stop.  Nehemiah kept praying that God would help them keep on doing the
right thing, even if people made fun of them.

When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Amonites and the people of Ashdod heard that the
gaps in the walls were being closed, they planned to attack Jerusalem and cause trouble.

The Jews prayed to God and Nehemiah stationed men with swords, spears and bows in the
gaps in the walls.  A trumpeter stood by Nehemiah, ready to sound the alarm.  From that point
on, half the me did the work while the other half stood guard with swords, spears, bows and
armour. Those who were building also carried weapons.

Even some of the Jews made the workers want to stop rebuilding the walls.  Some of the rich
Jews started cheating some of the poor Jews.  The workers wanted to stop and help the poor
people.  But Nehemiah called the cheaters together and told them that they had to give back
the money.Soon everyone got back to work.
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Why did cities have walls around them during Bible times?
Who was the cupbearer of the king?
What part of Jerusalem did Nehemiah rebuild?
Why did the neighbours make fun of the workers?
What did the Jews do to protect themselves and the work they were doing?
How long did it take to rebuild the walls and gates?
What did Ezra stand on a platform and do from sunrise until noon?
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Nehemiah kept going despite many people trying many times to stop the work. 

What did Nehemiah and the Jews do whenever they were in trouble or were about to be
attacked? (They prayed)
Is praying the first thing that you do when you are in trouble? Why or why not?
How can we as a family make sure that we always first turn to God when we are in trouble?

        Why do you think he kept going? (Because he wanted to do God’s work – repair 
        the wall)
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Thank God that He never gave up on His people, the Israelites, and that He never 

Ask God to help you as a family to focus on Him and put Him first in your lives.
Ask God to help you recognise when other things become more important in your life than
Him.

Pray together:

        gives up on us.

LET 'S  PRAY TOGETHER 6

When the neighbours saw that the wall was getting taller every day, they decided to 
try to hurt Nehemiah.  They sent him messages telling him to meet them alone, outside 
of town.  Nehemiah told them that he would not stop working on the walls.

No matter what people did to try to stop Nehemiah, he just kept on working.  He knew it was
the right thing to do.  Finally, after 52 days, the wall was finished.  Nehemiah had never
stopped doing the right thing – even when people tried to stop him.

All of the Jews had a special day of celebration.  Ezra, the priest, stood on a high wooden
platform and read from the Book of the Law of God. As soon as he began reading, the people
all stood up to show respect for the word of God.Ezra read from the law from sunrise until
noon.  Everyone was thankful to God and what he had done for them.
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Print and cut out the story pictures. Shuffle them so they are out of order. 
Say: “We are going to ‘build’ today’s story in pictures.” 
Allow your family to ‘build’ today’s story - your family should try to work out the order of the
pictures. 
Next, build your story wall. Start with the first picture, put the second, third and fourth
picture next to it. Then, put the fifth picture half below the first picture (like you would lay
bricks, offsetting them) and then put the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth picture next to it.
You should now have a “brick wall” full of pictures.
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