
Ask your children what they think that a preacher/missionary/church worker does and discuss 
ways that these people help the church.  In today’s story, we are learning about a woman who 
helped Elisha when he needed a place to stay.

Elisha and his helper, Gehazi, travelled around Israel.  They went form town to town.  Elisha preached to
people about God.  He wanted everyone to learn to love God and to obey Him.   It was very tiring to
travel around Israel preaching to people.  Elisha would always have to find a place to stay when he went
to a new town.  When he was tired, he was always happy to find a comfortable bed to sleep on.

When Elisha came to the town of Shunam, he was very hungry.  A woman who was very rich asked him
to come and eat at her house.  The food was delicious.  From that day onward, every time that Elisha
and Gehazi passed through Shunam, they always stopped to eat at the rich woman’s house.

After a while, the woman had a good idea.  She said to her husband, “Elisha is a good man.  He always
helps people and tries to get them to obey God.  He comes to our town often.  He is always hungry and
needs a place to stay.  Why don’t we make a small room on the roof for him?  We have plenty of room
since we don’t have any children.  We can put a bed and table in the room.  We could also add a chair
and a lamp.  Then he could stay here every time.  He could sleep on the bed and study and eat at the
table.  If we did this for him then he could have more time to teach people about God.”

The woman’s husband agreed and began preparing the room.  The next time that Elisha came to
Shunam, the woman invited him to stay in the new room.  Elisha was very happy.  He was glad that the
woman and her husband wanted to do something for him.  Now he wanted to do something good for
her.  What could he do?  When he asked her, she said that she did not need anything.   She had
everything she needed.

Elijah’s servant, Gehazi, had an idea: “The woman’s husband is very old and they have no children.  Why
don’t you ask God to give them a son?”  Elisha thought this was a great idea!  He told the woman that
she would have a baby before a year passed.  The woman was very happy.  Things happened just as
Elisha said.

Then a terrible thing happened!  One day the little boy got a terrible headache.  He ran out to the field
where his father was working.  “My head, my head,” he screamed as he held his head. His father did not
know what was wrong, so he told a servant to take the boy back to the house to his mother.  The
mother took care of the little boy, but he died.

The parents were very sad.  Then the boy’s mother had an idea.  She said to her husband, “Let me go to
Elisha.  He can help us.”  Then she rode a donkey all the way to the town where Elisha and Gehazi were
staying.

When she asked Elisha for help, he told Gehazi to run ahead and try to help the boy.  Gehazi left but the
woman waited. She wanted Elisha to be the one to help her son.  Gehazi tried to help the boy, but he
could not. When Elisha arrived, he went to the boy’s bedroom. He prayed to God and he tried to make
the boy warm.

WHAT DOES IT  MEAN? 3

A Boy Is Raised From The Dead

2 Kings 4:8-17
2 Kings 4:18-26
2 Kings 4:27-36

Take turns reading the following
passages:
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What did the rich woman and her husband do for Elisha?
What did Elisha tell the woman would happen to her?
What did the little boy say when he ran out to the field where his father was?
What did the boy's mother do when he died?
What was the first thing the boy did when he was brought back to life?

LET 'S  TALK  ABOUT IT 4

Who showed love in our story today?
How did Elisha show God's love?
Why do you think it is important to show God's love instead of just talking about it?
What are some things you are doing to show God;s love to others?
How are ways that we can show love and support to our pastors/missionaries/church
workers?

LET 'S  GO A  B IT  DEEPER 5

Then Elisha heard something.  What was it?  No one was in the room with him except the 
dead boy.  Then he heard it again.  It was the sound of sneezing.  The boy was coming back to 
life! He sneezed again.  In fact, he sneezed seven times and then opened his eyes!

Elisha was so happy!  He quickly called the boy’s mother into the room.  She was very happy to see her
little boy alive again.  The woman was very happy that Elisha was a man of God.  She was happy that
she had been kind to Elisha, too.

WHAT DOES IT  MEAN? 3

Thank God for His love and care for your family.
Pray that God would help you as a family to show love to everyone.
Pray for our pastors, missionaries, and church workers.

Pray together:

LET 'S  PRAY TOGETHER 6

Go through the page with information about our missionaries.  Say, "Let's look at who 
our missionaries are.  As a family, we are going to pick one of our missionaries and we are 
going to make a card or write a letter of encouragement to them to show them that we care for
and love them and that we are grateful for the good work they are doing."

Create your card/write a letter of encouragement.  Make sure to write down the name of the
missionary you've picked and to write who it's from.  Allow everyone in your family to
participate by writing or drawing something.  You can decorate it if you would like to.  When you
are done, give our card/letter to Jeanine or take a picture and send it to jeanine@dncc.org.za
and we will make sure that the missionary you've picked receives it.  You are more than
welcome to do this for more than one missionary.

LET 'S  HAVE SOME FUN 7



Distributing Christian pamphlets and
newspapers in flats, lodges and hotels
Focused on reaching sailors and inner-city
residents with the Good News about Jesus.
Feeding schemes/projects.
Ministry in shelters.

What he does

PAUL R ICHARDSON
(DURBAN INNER C ITY  
M ISS ION)

Christian pamphlets and booklets for children
Good News Clubs in schools where kids hear
the Good News about Jesus
Holiday 5-Day Clubs
Christian Youth in Action - giving teenagers
and students and opportunity to serve the
Lord

What they do:
                       Reaching children with the Good News 
                       about Jesus through:

www.cefrsa.co.za 

      DA ISY  NA ICKER
        (CH ILD  EVANGEL ISM 

        FELLOWSHIP )

Ministry to the people of the Zulu 

Providing support for 3 Zulu "mamas" who
look after 58 orphaned/abandoned children
in Molweni.

What they do:

        township of Molweni.

EMMANUEL HLOPHE
(YADA YAH M IN ISTR IES )

Bringing the gospel to unreached in
South East Asia.
Mobilising teams to train up local
believers for works of service.
Lecturing at local Christian Seminary.

What they do:

KENT &  ROBYN DYER
(OVERSEAS M ISS ION FELLOWSHIP )

Providing a safe, loving and afordable
creche with Christian values
Help to prepare children for entry into
the formal school environment (Gr.R)

 

What they do:

CANAAN CRECHE 
   (QUARRY HE IGHTS BAPT IST )

Caring for abandoned babies..
Outreaches into local community
through the recreation centre,
care packs and practical support!

What they do:

www.sinakekele.org.za 
 

RUTH GROBLER
(S INAKEKELE)

Working with and empowering                     
 people all over the world to help              
 translate the Bible into their own language.
Teaching people all over the world to read and
write so they can read the Bible in their own
language.
Assisting with printing and distributing Bibles.

What they do:

www.twftw.org.uk

BARRY FUNNELL
(WORD FOR THE WORLD 
B IBLE  TRANSLATORS)

Our Missionaries
And What They Do

ZEMA mostly minister to the Zionists                  
 of the African independent churches.
Run Bible schools, provide training for
children's and youth ministry, publish and
distribute Christian literature, run Christian
camps, produce radio ministries.
The heart of their mission is to know God and
make Him known among the African
Independent Churches

What they do:

www.zema.org 

ANDY &  HEATHER SULL IVAN
( Z ION EVANGEL ICAL  M IN ISTR IES  OF
AFR ICA)


