
All of God’s people used to be one country.  They had kings like Saul, David, and 
Solomon.  Now they were divided into two countries.  One country was called Israel 
and the other Judah.  Ahab was the king of Israel and he did not obey God.  He married 
a very bad woman named Jezebel.  King Ahab and Queen Jezebel worshiped false gods.  They
wanted everyone in the country to worship the idols.

There was a man in Israel who did not like the things that King Ahab and Queen Jezebel did. He
did not worship idols.  This man’s name was Elijah, and he only worshipped the one true God.
Elijah was a prophet of God.  A prophet is someone who has a special message from God.  God
would tell Elijah things and Elijah would go and tell the people.  Sometimes people liked what
Elijah said and they thanked him for bringing the good messages from God.  Sometimes the
people did not like the message.  Some people did not want to be told they were wrong.

God told Elijah to take a special message to the King and Queen.  God told Elijah to tell them
that He was very angry with them because they worshipped idols.  Because they kept doing
these things, the Lord would send a terrible drought.  That would mean that there would be no
rain for a long time.  It happened just as Elijah had prophesied.  The rain stopped and
everything became very dry.  King Ahab and Queen Jezebel became very angry.  They wanted
to kill Elijah the prophet.

But God took care of Elijah.  He made sure no one would find him.  He told Elijah to go to a
special place and to stay there.  Even though the rest of the country was struggling to find
water because of the drought, Elijah was safe and always had enough water from a little
stream.  The Lord also made sure that Elijah had plenty to eat.  Every morning and evening
ravens would fly in and bring Elijah bread and meat to eat.

After a while, the stream dried up and God told Elijah to go to the city of Zarephath.  When
Elijah arrived in the city, he found a woman whose husband had died, and her son collecting
sticks.  He asked the woman for a drink of water, and she said that she would get some.  Then
Elijah asked the woman if she would also bring him a little bread.  The woman was very sad.
She was very poor.  She said that she only had enough oil and flour to make one last meal for
herself and her son.  After that, they would not have anything to eat and they would die.

Elijah told the woman not to worry.  She should go ahead and make some bread for Elijah.  God
would make sure that she still had enough for herself and her son.  Elijah had a special
message from the Lord, “As long as the drought lasts, you will always have enough oil and
flour to make bread for me and for your family.”  And it happened exactly as Elijah had said.
While the drought lasted, the flour and oil didn’t run out and she could feed her family and
Elijah. It was a miracle!

WHAT DOES IT  MEAN? 3

God Takes Care of Elijah

1 Kings 17:1-7
1 Kings 17:8-16
1 Kings 17:17-24

Take turns reading the following
passages:

LET 'S  READ THE B IBLE

FAMILY  B IBLE  STUDY

Small piece of paper/cardboard
Thick black koki/crayon
Glass
Jug of water
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Who were the wicked king and queen of Israel?
What did King Ahab and Queen Jezebel do that was wrong?
What is a prophet?
Who was the prophet of God who said that there would be no rain?
When the Lord hid Elijah, how did he get water and food?
What two miracles took place while Elijah was staying with the woman and her son in
Zarephath?

LET 'S  TALK  ABOUT IT 4

Elijah brought God's message to King Ahab & Queen Jezebel.  Do you think he was 

If Elijah was scared or worried, did this stop him from giving God's message to the King and
Queen?  (No)
How did the King and Queen respond to God's message?  (They wanted to kill Elijah)
Have you ever been in a situation where something wrong was happening and you felt like
you needed to speak up or do something about it?  Did you do it?  Why or why not?
God protected and took care of Elijah, sometimes in miraculous ways.  How does God take
care of your family?

        scared or worried?  (Elijah might have bee scared or worried because he knew that 
        King Ahab and Queen Jezebel would probably not like the message from God)

LET 'S  GO A  B IT  DEEPER 5

As time went by the woman’s son became sick and died.  She brought the boy to 
Elijah and asked him to help her.  Elijah carried the boy upstairs to the room where he 
was staying.  He prayed to the Lord to help the boy.  Another miracle happened.   
The Lord made the little boy alive again!  Elijah carried him back to his mother and told her how
the Lord raised him from the dead.  The woman was very happy!  “Now I know that you are at
true prophet of God.  I know that the Lord is the only true God!”

Elijah continued to stay at the woman’s house for a long time.  Even though other people were
hungry, and the land was dry, God made sure that his prophet, Elijah, was safe.  God took care
of Elijah.

WHAT DOES IT  MEAN? 3

Thank God that He protects and takes care of your family, sometimes without you

Pray that God would help each family member to be brave and stand up and speak up for
what is right.
Pray that God would help your family to be His messengers to those around you.

Pray together:

        even noticing.

LET 'S  PRAY TOGETHER 6



Preparation
Draw a horizontal arrow on a piece of white paper using a thick black koki/crayon. 
The arrow should be about 3-4cm long and have a filled-in arrowhead.

Here’s how the experiment works.  Hold the piece of paper with the arrow up next to an empty
glass.  When you look at the arrow through the glass it will be pointing in one direction.  Next, fill
the glass with water and then look at the arrow again through the glass. T he arrow should now
be pointing in the opposite direction.  You may have to move the paper closer to or further from
the glass until the arrow switches directions.  Play with it beforehand, so you’re aware how it
works with your particular set up.

Activity
Set up your glass, a jug of water and the arrow on a table/flat surface.

Say: “Sometimes, we might think one thing is going to happen.  When we trust God and obey
Him, it may not always go the way we thought it would.  God may turn the situation around and
do something you weren’t expecting.  In the Bible story today, who trusted God?  (Allow for
responses).  Both the woman and Elijah trusted God.  Did their lives go in the direction they
thought they were going to go?  Did everything turn out exactly the way they thought it would?
Probably not, but trusting God led to some great things!  That doesn’t mean that bad things
never happened.  After all, the woman was a widow because bad things happened in her life.
For starters, her husband died!  She was gathering firewood because she was poor. T hat’s not
a good thing.  And she was gathering sticks because she was going to make her last meal for
herself and her son.  So, things were bad.  But, when she trusted God, He brought amazing
things out of her bad circumstances.  God took the widow in a completely different direction!”

Hold the arrow behind the empty glass.  Ask, “What direction is the arrow pointing?”  Pour the
water into the glass.  Say, “God poured out His grace on them. He poured His faithfulness into
their lives.  And you know what?  He changed the direction they were going.”  Move the arrow in
behind the full glass.  Now that the glass is full, look at the arrow.  What happened to it? It
changed direction!  Were you expecting the arrow to change direction?  I bet the widow didn’t
expect God to change the direction of her life so dramatically the day she met Elijah AND the
day her son died.  But God know what He was doing!  And, God already knows how He is going
to take care of you!

LET 'S  HAVE SOME FUN 7


