
The story you read together today is just the end of the story of David & Jonathan. 
So, here’s a quick summary of the whole story:

Sometimes Saul was sad, and he liked to hear music played on the harp and songs being 
sung to him.  It made him feel better.  Saul knew that David could sing and play the harp, so he
invited David to come to the palace sometimes and play and sing for him.

When David was at the palace, he often saw Saul’s oldest son, Jonathan.  David and Jonathan
became very good friends.  They made a promise to each other that they would always be
friends no matter what happened.  Jonathan wanted to show David that he loved him as a
friend, so he gave David many gifts including his robe, belt, sword, bow and arrows.

Everyone seemed to like David.  Everyone talked about how brave David was.  The women
even sang songs about brave David.  Jonathan was glad that people liked David.  When good
things happened to David, Jonathan was happy for his friend.

But Jonathan’s father, King Saul, was not happy for David.  Sometimes, when David played his
harp for Saul, Saul started thinking about all of the good things that happened to David.  He
started thinking that people might like David better than their own king!  Saul became very
jealous.  The Bible says that Saul had a “jealous eye”.  That meant that Saul always watched
David and wished for the things that David had. Saul was jealous that people liked David.  He
was jealous that Jonathan liked David.  Soon, everything that Saul saw about David made him
jealous.

When people get jealous, sometimes it makes them do bad things.  Jealousy can make us feel
angry.  One day Saul got so angry that he threw a spear at David.  David was able to get out of
the way just in time and run away.

When Jonathan heard about what happened to his friend, he quickly went to talk to David.
“Don’t worry, David,” said Jonathan. “I will talk to my father.  I’m sure he will be sorry for what he
did!”

Jonathan talked to King Saul about David.  Jonathan reminded Saul that David was a good man
and that he loved God very much.  Saul told Jonathan he was sorry for what he had done.  He
said that he would not do it again.

But Saul did do it again.  Later, he tried to kill David with his spear again.  When Jonathan heard
about what his father had done to David, he was very sad.  He told David to hide while he
talked to his father again.  And this is the part of the story we read today.
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David & Jonathan

1 Samuel 20:1-14
1 Samuel 20:15-28
1 Samuel 20:29-43

Take turns reading the following
passages:
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Who was David's best friend?
Why did King Saul want to kill David?
What is jealousy?
In what ways did Jonathan show that he was a good friend to David?  (He gave him gifts, he
stood up for David, he protected David)
What did Jonathan have to give up to stay David's friend?  (Becoming the next king, his
relationship with his father)
Have you ever thought you deserved to get something but then you were passed over and
didn't get it?  Jonathan was supposed to be Israel's next king, but instead, David was
chosen.  What lesson can we learn from the way that Jonathan treated David?
How did Saul's jealousy come out when he was around David?  Does jealousy hurt our
relationships with others?  How?
How can we keep ourselves and others from being jealous?
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What are the "ingredients" needed to make a good friend?
Describe your best friend?
How do you pick your friends?
What kind of friends do you think God wants us to have?
Are you a good friend?
What kind of friend do you think God wants you to be to others?
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“Stay hidden by the stones,” said Jonathan to David. “After I talk to my father, I will 
come back to this place and shoot some arrow.  Listen carefully.  If you hear me tell my 
helper that the arrows are far away, then you will know that you are in danger from Saul. 
That will be my special signal to you.”

Jonathan went to find his father.  When Jonathan talked to Saul about David, Saul became very
angry.  He did not like David.  In fact, he hated David.  He even ordered some men to try to find
David and kill him.  Jonathan tried to speak up for his friend.  When Jonathan said that David
was good, Saul became really angry.  He was so angry that he even threw a spear at his own
son, Jonathan.

Jonathan was very sad.  He was sorry that his father was s jealous and mean.  Then, Jonathan
took his bow and arrows out to the field where David was hiding, and he shot an arrow far
away.  The helper who was with him, ran to find the arrow.  Jonathan yelled to him to go very
far to find it.

Later, when the boy had gone back to the palace, David came out of his hiding place to talk to
Jonathan.  They were both very sad and they both cried. David knew he had to leave his friend.
“Just remember, Jonathan, we will always be friends,” said David.   “Yes, I will always remember
you,” answered Jonathan.

After David left Jonathan and the palace that night, he did not come back for many, many
years.  Saul was jealous of David for the rest of his life.  David had to always move from place
to place because Saul tried to chase him and hurt him.  David and Jonathan never saw each
other again.
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  Normally
  As fast as you can
  Using a funny accent
  In slow motion
  The most dramatic way you can

We are going to act out the story we read from the Bible in some different ways, just 
for fun.  You will need 3 actors (Jonathan, David and the Helper).  Use the script below 
and then act out the story in these 5 different ways:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Script

David is on the one side of the room, hiding. Jonathan and the Helper are standing on the other
side of the room.

Jonathan:     (Talking to his Helper) Now, I’m going to shoot these arrows at that log over there          
                         (point in David’s direction) and then you need to go fetch them and bring them back 
                         to me.

Helper:          Yes, sir.

Jonathan pretends to shoot a few arrows. The Helper runs in the direction of the shot arrows.

Jonathan:     (Talking to his Helper) No, go further… they are far away!

The Helper nods at Jonathan and then runs, pretends to pick up some arrows, and run back to
Jonathan.

Jonathan:     (Talking to his Helper) Thank you.  You can go back to the palace now.

Helper:          Yes, sir.  (Turns and walks away)

David comes out from his hiding spot.

David:            So, your father DOES want to kill me.

Jonathan:     I’m afraid so (looks very sad). I think you will have to run away so he can’t kill you.

David:            I think so too. But Jonathan… you are my best friend.  Promise that we’ll always be 
                         friends.

Jonathan:     I promise

David:            I promise too

David & Jonathan hug and then David walks off while Jonathan watches him.
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Thank God for the good friends He's given you.
Pray that God would help you to choose the right friends.
Pray that God would help you to be a good friend to others (like Jonathan was to David)

Pray together:
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